
Good Day Pershing Community, 
 
I hope all of you are staying safe and healthy.  I want to start by saying that I miss our students 
so much and enjoy seeing them as I go in and out of classes throughout the week.  As this goes 
on, if you find that your child needs social-emotional support, our counselors and social worker 
are ready to lend an ear and help.  Please follow this link to schedule an appointment: 
https://jjpcounselors.weebly.com/ 
 
On Friday the announcement was made that schools will be closed through the end of the 2019-
2020 school year.  This does not mean school is over.  Teachers will continue to instruct 
students as they have been for the past several weeks.  This includes taking grades but 
remember that the last cycle will only count towards your child’s overall average IF it helps.  As 
for summer school, we are still waiting to hear from the district how they plan to handle it this 
year.   
 
We will be implementing a new daily attendance question.  This will be done through TEAMS 
and your child will be able to go in at any point during the day to answer the question.  Please 
note that this is not for attendance reporting purposes.  We are doing this so we can keep track 
of our students and reach out to those that are not online to make sure all is ok. We will share 
how students will answer the question beginning next week.    
 
I know with the announcement that we are not returning to brick and mortar that many of you 
have the same questions.  I would like to address the common ones: 
 

1. What if my child has items in their locker? 
a. The lockers will remain untouched.  As soon as we are provided guidance as to 

when we can open the building, we will notify you so that we can plan for 
students to come clear out their lockers.  

2. My child had their cell phone confiscated before March 13th.  How do I retrieve it? 
a. We will set a date for pickup once we know when we may open our buildings 

again.  
3. What about medicines that I left at school? 

a. The medicines are locked up and will be there for when we can open the building 
safely once again.  We will notify you once we have that information.  

4. My child ordered a yearbook.  Will they be receiving their yearbook? 
a. YES!  We have reached out to the vendor and we will arrange a delivery date to 

our building, once we are told we may do so, and will set up a pickup date and 
time. This will be communicated to you once we have that information.   

5. What about National Junior Honor Society applications? 
a. Now that we are closed through the end of the year, we will send home 

application packets to qualified 7th and 8th graders (current 6th and 7th graders) 
during the first two weeks of school next fall.   

6. What about high school classes (Algebra, Biology, IPC)?  
a. We are waiting to hear from the district on how they will be modifying the 

matrices for these courses since we will not have STAAR results or the entire 
readiness test this year.  It is possible that we will have to address this in June.  
Regardless, we will notify you once we have been provided guidance by the 
district.   

7. How will we receive our final report cards? 
a. Final report cards will be mailed out by the district once school ends.  You should 

receive them within the first two weeks of June.  

https://jjpcounselors.weebly.com/


8. What about the 8th grade promotion ceremony? 
a. Currently, we do not have an answer to that question.  The district’s focus is on 

high school graduations.  If we can come up with a plan for a later date, we will 
let you know.  

 
It is also that time of year when current 6th and 7th graders need to select their electives for next 
year.  Ms. Graur and Mr. Parker will be holding a virtual course selection meeting via TEAMS on 
Thursday, April 30th at 6:30 p.m. We will send you the link next week and post the link on our 
website.  You will need to log in to TEAMS using your child’s account (they are tech savvy, so 
ask them for help).   
 
A little over a week ago I sent out a survey regarding the need for paper-based instruction.  If 
you responded to the survey, you should be receiving paper-based packets every two weeks in 
the mail.  If you did not respond, it is not too late.  Here is the link: Pershing Paper-Based 
Packet Survey 
 
I know that this is a difficult time for all of us and I cannot praise the teachers, staff, students, 
and YOU for all the work you have done.  I know this cannot be easy when many of us are 
juggling families and work.  I am so proud of the work we’ve done as a school and while it is not 
perfect, I’m pleased that we have so many students participating in distance learning.   
 
I hope all of you have a great week. Remember that we are here for you, so please do not 
hesitate to reach out to your child’s teachers, counselor, assistant principal, or me.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
Steven Shetzer, Principal  
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